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THE LEXILE COMMUNITY:

From Science to Practice
Rick R. Smith

Lexiles in Education

Educators in Miami-Dade County, the nation’s fourth the scale of educational development. Thus the Lexile Frame-
largest school district were searching for tools to help them work® gives schools a new and potent tool for encouraging
implement a strategy to improve literacy among their students. and expediting parental involvement.
They needed a bridge between school and home in order to Three hundred thousand students were given spring
encourage parental involvement. Further, they wanted a pri- Lexile-measured reading comprehension tests in Miami. The
vate-public partnership which enlisted the help of the busi- following summer, each student was encouraged to read 2
ness community. The Lexile Framework® provided exactly books from a recommended reading list geared to their re-
what they needed and the Miami-Dade County school dis- spective reading levels. Students were tested again in the fall,
trict is on its way to building the first Lexile-linked commu- and again in the spring to implement an aggressive student
nity. sensitive reading initiative.

The Lexile Framework® connects reading compre-
hension tests, books. magazines and newspapers to a common Business and the Lexile Program
scale of measurement. With this tool, tests and reading mate- ; =R
rials are linked, and, as a result, the days of confusing norm- The schools aren't alm}e in this erfdeavor. Barnes &
referenced test results that limit practical applications for stu- Nnbl? and BOOkS & Books prc.md.e F}fe l:.exded books tl;lat e
dents, parents and teachers are over. Teachers, parents, librar- used in th'fh leaml-[)ade reading initiative. The world’s larg-
ies and bookstores can use the Lexile scale to provide books est book dlsmb.ultors, Baker.&Taylor and Ingram Bock CO“_I'
that encourage and challenge readers at all levels in the best parfy,.a]so pRIvEIaRE. makfng 56 FhaF Lexiled books e
possible way, t.helr- inventory for rapid delwg-}y. Miami has become a I.aj:xﬂe—

“the emmen farieworl oo dlicols Bome 1o !mked community, where families, schools, book stores, librar-
braries, publishers and bookstores in one shared Lexile Com- tes and business work mgethe; to'make gy chi!dren have
munity. “This kind of public-private partnership can only be a BECER N boo%(s that help Fl?em P th_w Feadmg.
boost to our efforts to improve literacy,” said Ms. Norma B. ) 1 _l‘cx"le communities are developing in North Ca::o-
Bossard; District Director of the Miarni-Dede Counity School’s ilr}a. California, St.Petersburg, Atlanta and many school dis-
DivisioriofLangigs Artsand Readitia. tricts in Kansas. Books and tf:sts which utilize the Lexil.e

A similar effort has been launched in Atlanta. “We Franj.ework“‘, SChOlémc Reading Counts! and _Harcot_irt 7
want our children to love reading books, and we believe this reading cmmprehensxon tests (Stanford. 9 ?md Metropolitan
comprehensive plan will help us achieve that goal,” said Dr. 8), are used y 18 ofouT laFgest school (Ellsmcts:
Regina Johnson, the Language Arts Coordinator for the At- Lexilesare bn.ngmg together instrugtion and s
lanta schools. “We were impressed by the concept of Lexiles men_t WO “'ior,ids that in the P_mt h'z.we F}&e_n separate. Thisis
because of its method of linking testing and books. We need crucial to bu1.ldmg a.communlry TNhICh !mplements EFOERE
to diagnose our student’s ability to read and then to assign that help chllldre.n g A their reading. ; The assessme.nt
relevant reading materials. Now we can use the books in our tools are Lexile-linked reading compre.hensmn tests. The in-
schonli srul Biabias i ks sh el strucrﬁonal toolls‘arr: Lexile-based reading lists. Now that the

Standardized tests have not given teachers or par- book mdus‘try ® involved, parents and students Son ge t g
ents the tools they need to change children’s behavior. The surled re;admg lists ffmd ta.argeted boo?cs tha.t mxiaize theis
results of standardized tests, be they percentiles or scores, are children’s opportunity to improve their reading,
not useful. How can a child’s percentile score help a teacher,
parent or student to develop a plan for improvement when the The Framework Spreads
percentile has no real-life application? With the Lexile Frame- Miami-Dade and Atlanta are only 2 examples of the
work®, the student knows from their Lexile measure whart growing acceptance of the Lexile Framework® across the edu-
materials they can read and where that measure puts them on cational marketplace. Today the number of students who
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